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r T'H FRF. IS ONI £ 1TIING aK nil a 
Tory government that can he 
relied upon and lhal is llic consist¬ 
ency of their worn-out ‘philosophy* 
ol profit. Toryism is not really a 
philosophy and it has nothing to do 
with social reforms or improving 
the quality of life. 

This phrase has been bandied 
around so much of late. Those in 
authority are quick to use it because 
they realise that people arc begin¬ 
ning to learn that there is more to 
life than just acquiring more money 
and possessions and that they can¬ 
not provide the social environment 
necessary to give quality to people's 
lives. 

Toryism is an altitude of mind 
which pervades all shades of poli¬ 
tical opinion. The lories in the 
USSR are the communist hierarchy 
of parly lenders and state bureau¬ 
crats. Over there the social benefits 
might be provided free, but political 
freedom is not tolerated. Here the 
Tories tolerate a degree of political 
freedom, but place a price tag on 
practically everything. These are 
mean - minded lower middle * class 
attitudes. 



r pWO TRIALS for obscenity (one on 
appeal) concluded last week with 
a bookseller being sentenced to nine 
months' imprisonment, and two men 
were given fifteen months and another 
twelve months for staging an obscene 
play. These eases were in addition to 
the Little Red Schoolbook case which 
concluded with a fine of £50 and costs 
(l 10 guineas) for Richard Handysjdc the 
publisher, and the Oz ease which has 
not finished as we go to press. Also 
it lias been reported that 53.000 books 
have been seized from Sexa Ltd. for 
consideration by the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. 

It will be argued, not least by the 
liberals, that these eases arc different 
in kind from the civil liberty eases 
as represented by Richard Handysidc 
and Oz, not to mention their famous 
forebears Lady Charterley. Ulysses. The 
Tropic of Cancer, Last Exit to Brooklyn, 
fanny Hilt. The Rainbow. \\'<U of 
Loneliness. Boy, To Beg l am Ashamed, 
Sleeveless Errand. Song of Songs, etcetera. 
The unfortunate bookseller from Brad* 
ford and theatrical impressarios from 
Manchester and the titillating Sexa Ltd 
were, it will be contended by some, 
hard-core pornographers and not tit to 
be >ccn in the company of decent 
obscenity writers. In fact there is a 
strange snobbishness between the perse¬ 
cuted all due to a failure to define the 
term obscenity’ or pornography. The 
latest irony is the decision of the Rugby 
Football Union to support Lord Long- 
fords campaign against pornography. 
Sir William Ramsay, president of the 
Union, docs not. according to the 
Guardian, consider that rugby songs 
could be called pornographic; they were, 
he told the Guardian, ‘merely a young 
man s reaction to a night out’. Someone 
else took refuge in describing them (as 
Uric Partridge did writing on some 
portions of Shakespeare) as ‘bawdy’. One 
man’s bawdy is another man’s obscenity 

which is another man's pornography. 

• • • 

Havelock Ellis in an essay on obscenity 
recalls how Sir Archibald Bodkin, then 
Director of Public Prosecutions and a 
zealous prosecutor of ‘obscenity’, ap¬ 
peared as the representative of Great 
Britain at an International Conference, 
which met at Geneva to discuss The 
Suppression of the Circulation and Traffic 


Recent examples of this arc the 
Government's legislation to charge 
entrance fees for museums, to Mop 
free milk in junior schools, increase 
school meal prices, and the pro¬ 
posal for full fares for children dur¬ 
ing rush hours on London Trans¬ 
port. We might be fast becoming a 
‘cashless* society, but in doing so 
we arc moving a wav from a ‘monev- 
less' one. Not only arc prices rising 
at a rate never experienced before, 
but we arc having to pay for services 
which have been free up until now 
and have been taken for granted to 
remain that way. 

CLASS BASIS OF SOCIETY 

These latest price proposals shows 
the mean streak that runs through 
all Tories. Nothing illustrates better 
the class basis of society and that 
time and time again it is working 
people who have to make the sacri¬ 
fices so that ihis profit motive system 
can survive. The fact that those 
charges will hit people with large 
families and low incomes hardest, 
cuts no ice in the Christian, God¬ 
fearing. mean-minded Tories. 

When announcing the full fares for 


children. Horace C uller, Chairman 
ol the GI.C Policy .and Resources 
Committee, said; We believe our 
policies will enable us to meet our 
objective of pioviding more efficient 
and better public transport for 
London.* The lory criterion of 
efficiency really means that a profit 
should he made, no matter how 
many buses are removed from ser¬ 
vices or how many children suffer 
malnutrition because they will no 
longer gel a cheap school dinner nor 
free milk. 

A number of I .ahour-controlled 
Councils have protested about the 
abandonment of free milk and some 
are planning to defy the legislation. 
Some Tory Councils, no doubt with 
an eye on the next elections, have 
also protested to the Secretary of 
State for Education. 

•• 

THE_CON THICK 

The whole question of paying for 
social services is a con trick. The 
mass of ordinary people just cannot 
win. because if these are ‘free*, they 
arc still being paid for indirectly 
through PAYE and National Insur¬ 
ance contribution^ Everything is 


obscenity ? 


A 

> * 


»• 


\ 


in Obscene Publications’. A Greek dele¬ 
gate suggested the desirability of first 
defining the meaning of the word ‘ob¬ 
scene*. Sir Archibald objected, on the 
score that there was no such definition 
in English Law. and it was unanimously 
resolved, before proceeding further that 
‘no definition was possible’ of the matter 
which the Conference was catted together 
together to discuss. Strictly speaking 
this was not true. Lord Cockburn (pro¬ 
nounced Coeburn) handed down a judge¬ 
ment that ‘an obscene book . . . had 
a tendency to deprave and corrupt any¬ 
one into whose hands it might fall’. 

It was noteworthy that Lord Longford, 
the latest knight to tilt his (non-phallic) 
lance against the windmill of obscenity, 
refused in a radio programme ‘It’s Your 
Line' to define the word ‘obscenity’. He 
took refuge in the fact that this was 
one of the tasks of his Committee. 

History of persecution reveals the 
changing pattern of the State's concern 
—and conversely of society’s develop¬ 
ment. Man's earliest persecutions and 
trials were for heresy, this spent itself. 
Kingdoms decided that subjects must 
accept the religion of their Prince, this 
was the end of civil heresy—hence¬ 
forward to be called ‘treason’. A wave 
of witchcraft trials, hysterical in origin 
and continuance, swept over Britain and 
the new American colony. As God 
continued to lose his hold over the 
minds of people, the least service the 
State could do for him was frequent 
trials for blasphemy—an offence still on 
the Statute Book. Then, with the growth 
(and necessity) of sexual enlightenment, 
severest measures were taken against 
manuals which sought to spread infor¬ 
mation. Now. with technical innovations 
such as contraceptives and ihe pill', 
official recognition lags, as ever, behind 
reality and the new sexual pattern seek s, 
and wit! find, new' interpreters. 

As ever the common interpretation of 
the new ideas and new experiments is 
degeneration or decadence. Dirges arc 
given forth about the decline and fall of 
nations, with unhisloric references to the 
Roman Empire and a nostalgic look-back 
at the glories of the British Empire— 
now alas! vanishing from the earth— 
due to the permissive society—whatever 
(hat is! 

The most vociferous of the groups 
peddling this line is the Mary Whjtehouse- 


Moral Rearmament - Blandford Press- 
Clean Up TV-complex. k Two specimens 
of the type of literature produced by 
this group arc The Ctdt of Softness by 
Arnold Lunn and Garth Lean (1965) 
and 77it* New Morality (1964) by the 
same authors. Each book has the same 
topic. Iiovv each strand of ‘permissiveness’ 
in society are part of a deliberate cam¬ 
paign by communist tendencies to corrupt 
and deprave British Society—or the West. 
There is much attacking of the extra¬ 
ordinary group of clergymen round the 
Brihop of Woolwich which appears to 
deny the existence of God but the 
general theses is that of Moral Rearm¬ 
ament of which Lunn, Lean and the 
Blandford Press are alt satellites. The 
usual apocalyptic warnings arc given 
and (he fate of Rome is held up as a 
dreadful example of how licentiousness 
degrades a nation. 

Why the Roman, or for that matter 
any Empire declines is anybody’s guess. 
It is not the purpose of this piece 
to go into that. A case has been made 
out for the theory that it was the onset 
of Christianity which overburdened the 
Romans with the idea of guilt and led to 
their downfall. 

A special object of Lunn and Lean’s 
attack (in New Morality) is Alex Com¬ 
fort who gave an excellent radio talk 
and wrote an excellent Penguin Sex in 
Society on the whole subject. Lunn 
and Lean were specially upset by Com¬ 
fort’s words, ‘We may eventually come 
to realize that chastity is no more a 
virtue than malnutrition. It (sexual in¬ 
tercourse] is, in other words, the 
healthiest and most important human 
sport; and the need to consider it in 
other, medical and sociological contcxls 
should never be allowed to obscure the 
fact.* Another of the quotations from 
Dr. Comfort which L and L found par¬ 
ticularly offensive was the definition of 
a chivalrous boy as ‘one who takes 
contraceptives with him when he goes to 

meet his girlfriends’. 

• * * 

Lord Longford’s pathetic attempt to 
get in on the act ‘looks suspiciously 
like a left-wing attempt to prove on 
alibi. Lunn-Lcan-Whitehouse and Co.’s 
right-wing affinities arc notorious but 
obviously Longford,- Soper, Muggeridgo 
and Co. could not join their circus. So 
they put on an act of their own just 


geared to conning as much as pos¬ 
sible of the earnings received for 
labour from the people who produce 
Ihe wealth. At every turn we arc 
continually paying out for the goods 
and services which we and the rest 
of the working class produce and 
provide. The politicians and the 
Male bureaucrats try to give people 
ihe impression that these things arc 
given to them, while all the lime 
the true providers arc being robbed 
at the point of production, in ihe 
shops and for the benefits and ser¬ 
vices which arc free in name only. 

How long will it be before other 
‘free* services, such as libraries, be¬ 
come chargeable? Who would have 
thought that free museums, started 
during ihe laisscz fairc period of 
Victorian capitalism, would now end 
in our enlightened age? ‘Free* ser¬ 
vices. although in name only, should 
be defended. They arc pan of our 
quality of life and it is mean and 


degrading that everything should 
have a price tag. 

Anarchists want to move in the 
other direction, towards a freo 
society, free from the government 
and the state, free from profit- 
conscious employers and the money 
system. All necessary production 
of goods and services to satisfy the 
needs of people can be run by the 
free association of those who work 
in the industries. Items can be made 
and services run for needs instead 
of for profit. 

It is people who arc involved and 
affected who should decide how in¬ 
dustry and services are run. Far 
from being asked, we arc hardly 
consulted by those in authority. 
Efficiency in profit terms means ex¬ 
ploitation. Instead of being robbed 
at every turn by the rich, powerful 
and privileged, we should boot them 
out and take over and run tilings 
for ourselves. P.T. 



M uch of the legislation ih.it- 

vitally affects our lives is slipped in 
by the back door. Legislation for the 
recent census seems to have got in 
this way. 

Unheralded and comparatively unsung, 
the House of Commons concluded the 
report stage and gave an unopposed 
third reading to the Criminal Damage 
Bill. This Bill creates the offence of 
possession of any object with which a 
person intended to destroy or damage 
property. The Parliamentary Under¬ 
secretary to the Home Office resisted 
an Opposition amendment which would 
specify that the ‘object’ must be an 
inflammable, or noxious substance or 
‘dangerous thing’ (nearly as vague as 
an object). 

Mr. Clinton Davis, supporting the 
amendment, said that society must be 
protected from petrol bombers, but 
should not concede executive powers 
capable of very real abuse. If the clause 
was too wide there was danger that the 
executive could abuse the law. 

The Undcr-Sccrelary said it was far 
better to have a clause covering any 
article rather than to limit it to a 
particular type. Mr. Davis’s amendment 
was defeated. 

On another amendment. Sir Elwyn 
Jones (former Attorney General and now 
‘Shadow’ Law Officer) said it was a 
dangerous thing for the law to be 


couched in such terms so as to encourage 
police to go on ‘fishing expeditions’ into 
houses (lie should know). He went on 
to say that the wide powers given by 
the Bill to search for ‘anything* caused 
Ihe Opposition a great deal of concern. - 
He thought that the powers ought to 
be restricted to what was really necessary 
for the protection of the public. How¬ 
ever. neither he nor Mr. Clinton Davis 
voted against the Bill when it was 
finally passed with its offending clauses 
intact. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary for 
the Home Office apparently mollified < 

Mr. Davis and Sir Elwyn by pointing 
out that this right of search for ’objects’ 
was not a new power. It existed in the 
1861 Act. and that had not been abused 
in its 110 years. 

We have never known any institution 
to have power and not abuse it, in 
particular the police. This Bill will 
give them extra powers, which they 
don’t really need. The one thing certain 
about Ihis Bill is that it will not stop 
Criminal Damage, it will merely serve 
to give a further excuse for police 
raids and arrests. 

It also credits the police as ever with 
powers of clairvoyance in divining ‘intear 
tion’—and what object cannot destroy, 
or damage properly? Watch any fours 
year-old child! 

R.J. 


to prove that the Labour government 
owes more to Methodism than it does 
to Marxism—and it’s going to pay it back. 

The myth of the ‘permissive society’ 
dies hard. No one was ever ‘permitted’ 
to do anything. They did it, from 
Galileo to Mrs. PankhursL from Tim 
Leary to Christine Keeler, from Annie 
Besant to' Tim Daly, from Mohammed 
Ali to Dr. Ellsbcrg. and were forced 
to take the consequences. This is the 
way it always has been. 

The dangers of a Puritan reaction to 
an imagined ‘permissiveness’ arc frighten¬ 
ing to contemplate. The totalitarian re¬ 
ligiosity of Mary Whitchousc, the 
penitent-form Puritanism of Malcolm 
Muggeridge and the well-meaning Catho¬ 
lic paternalism of Lord Longford, all 
add up to a clamp-down on alt forms 
of free expression. It is not only what 
they kill but what they abort and 
cripple. The commercial interests, al¬ 
ways sensitive to protect their investment, 
have seen, if not a red light, that it 
would not be forever amber. The vapid 
sentimentalism of Love Story is indicative 
of the backlash. It will be remembered. 


although the plea of the danger of 
pornography to democracy is usually 
urged, that the late unlamcntcd Jo Stalin 
and Adolf Hiller were both pillars of 
Puritanism. 

In the United States the Government 
has painted itself into a comer after 
setting up a Federal Commission on Ob¬ 
scenity nnd Pornography. The report 
of the Commission (like the British 
Wolfenden report on Prostitution and 
the Wooton report on drugs) was so 
opposed to the conventional thinking of 
the Government which set it up that if 
was ignored—and even suppressed. It 
is in fact available in a paperback and 
a Government report. However there 
will be no Government discussion or 
action on its findings. 

The Danes, by dispensing with censor¬ 
ship, have found that there is no increase 
in sex-crimes. In fact the Danes have 
found that there is a saturation point 
in sexual exploitation. According to 
the Daily Telegraph (8.6.71), a five-day 
‘sexiland’ fair in Copenhagen flopped 
with a loss of £7,250. This story follows 
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'THE INTELLECTUAL by the very 
nature of the beast Manila forever 
poised upon the brink of night, a creature 
oxer alien to hi\ times and most in* 
effectual in the bloody carnage of his 
age. He sec. he plans, he prophesies, 
and xvithin the grey clay of his questing 
mind he argues the forming patterns 
of the hour and from his bitter tongue 
and his wounding pen cries scorn on 
the illiterate men of action who ignore 
the pamphlet for the gun. The battle 
for the control of the State lies in the 
battles in the streets, and there is neither 
time nor patience for the academic 
debate Within the ranks of the street 
battalions the finely turned phrase, the 
caustic xvit and the reasoned dialogue 
arc no longer needed for the first death 
in the first hour marks the end of 
argument and the ability to survive and 
to lend x\ill then dictate the direction 
of ihe revolution. 


BOOK REVIEW 


The xxorking class have never produced 
an identifiable intellectual strata for the 
production and distribution of Ihe printed 
word is not part of our proletarian 
culture. 'I he printed book, the theatre, 
the ballet, organised music and the 
philosophical games come from a settled 
leisured middle class. They create these 
forms of art. they fashion them and 
they use them as vehicles to praise or 
condemn their passion of the hour, 
not from any Machiavellian choice but 
because they arc a class uho have 
rejected notion and communicate at ihird 
hand. It is impossible to conccixc of 
proletariat ballet, painting, music or 
literature for when a creative son of the 
working class moves into these cultural 
fields one accepts that he has rejected 
his background, and no matter hoxv 
sweaty the message, he is now practising 
a class craft of which the working 


class arc willing spectators but never 
participants. 


It i% the inability of the intellectuals 
to become men of action first and in* 
lellcctuals secondly that has produced 
a generation of sour and bitter nten 
forexcr crvmg betrayal as (hey stand in 
the outer chambers of the halls of 
power and watch the political musclo 
men snatching the sweet fruits of victory 
x\ hen they cannot even .split an infinitive 
while the intellectuals arc left with nil 
the manifestos and the Party directives 
to re read and to edit for book publi¬ 
cation. The intellectuals who threw in 
their lot xxith the struggles of the working 
class, the church, or the military im¬ 
perialists, were accepted, used and re¬ 
jected. according to the need of the 
hour for they chose to commit themselves 
to a struggle whose long and savage 
traditions meant that they could in¬ 
corporate heroes and martyrs and reject 
traitors and heretics without halting Ihe 
blind struggle. The Communist Party 
spewed forth more than its fair share 
of bleeding hearts and the literary pages 
of the West read like n valediction as 
ancient jades pen their apologue to explain 
axvay the lapsed membership of the 
Communist Party. 

Yet the intellectuals xvcrc never be¬ 
trayed despite the fact that they demand 
that their wailing should be kept in 
permanent reach of the printer’s hand 
for it is the tragedy of the middle- 
class intellectuals that when they climb 
aboard the bandxvagon the big boys 
won't let them drix*c it. Small groups 
of revolutionary Salvationists may haxc 
a ball of a lime cocking a pretty 
snoot at the big daddy figure of the 
State hut when if becomes a matter 
not only of destroying the State and 
recreating the mins, then brute politics 
in all its crude and vulgar ugliness takes 
over and those who finally hold the 
power arc those who slay alive having 
physically fought their way ox*cr the 
dead bodies of the opposition to the 
centre of power. 

Alastair Hamilton's The appeal of 
f aid an ... a study of intellectuals and 
fascism is a well-written and a worth- 
reading joke for despite its foul impact 
on the lives and the deaths of millions 
of innocent peoples fascism was a fragile 
weed that curled up and died in all 
its.manufactured beastliness at the first 


taste «>l Its fiM xv.it. Seeking to in¬ 
corporate and to uMirp the romantic 
traditions of the Right for the benefit 
of a middle cl.ivx, ready to light but not 
to die for their piopcrty tights, they 
hid behind a small army of mindless 
militant working-class street fighters, de¬ 
signed themselves pretty uniforms, saluted 
each other's flags, denied their loyalties, 
and crawled to ihe safety of the rear of 
their particular State armies the moment 
their cash register* were threatened. Too 
ephemeral as a political movement to 
produce thdr own intelligentsia, they 
xxoocd and won n sad rat bag of talent 
from the middle-class avant garde xvho 
scuttled away xcith their pens and their 
bloody-minded romantic prose xvhen they 
saxv the first bloodstain left behind by 
the fascist yob' Hut this time they 
could not cry 'betrayed*, far their oxvn 
gutsy prose had glorified the idea and 
the ideal of abstract violence and x\*ith 
real red blood or the public sight of 
some unfortunate ami inoffensive Jewish 
clerk beaten ami degraded by a uni¬ 
formed mob of fascist muscle men to 
puke over as they vlipped their breakfast 
bread soldiers into their morning egg 
marked the lime of that long day into 
night when a silent folding of tents 
became tbe order of the day for those 
middle-class intellectuals who xvanted to 
play Pinto to the local butch Caesar. 

These foolish ami pathetic men limp 
through Hamilton's excellent book 
marked down for the fools they were. 
Oswald Spcnglcr etxing that he was 
part of a period of Cnesarism; Yeats, 
xvith his march of tragic heroes, writing 
ly rics for OT>utT\’s stage army of comic 
Irish blucshirts to march through the 
bogs to. Charles Maurras and T. S. 
Eliot highmlndcvily and pedantically 
seeking to rejecl the vulgar and barbarous 
ideas and emotions of romanticism for a 
return lo the classic way of life. Gabriele 
d'Anmmrio and Mlppo Marinetti playing 
at being pretty soldiers; Luigi Pirandello 
and two associates looking like the three 
pathetic old men they were as they 
posed in tbdr smart xjrilc blackshirt 
uniforms. Thomas Mann jumping on 
and oil fences like a raxv-arsed cal 
xvhilc Erneet* Jlinger and his National 


Itobhcviks planned for a mystical war 
on Germany'.* eastern borders. Dcncdclio 
Cri*cc. the fellow-traveller, Martin Heid¬ 
egger. the office placc-scckcr. What a 
pathetic group they were cxen to the 
millionaires such as Coty, Beiirricr, lien- 
ncssy and ilic rest xvho financed lhi« 
middle-class rabble and their newspapers 
and their inapa/inev Of all the European 
fascist fellow-travellers, only men like 
Louis-rcrdinnnd Celine or Pierre Laval 
arc xvorthy of n perverted admiration 
for there xvas n negative nohility in 
these men and their nctioni. They 
openly despised their fclloxv men and 
put their contempt into print and 
action. From 1937 on when Cclino'* 
rehash of the Protocols of the Elders 
of '/ion marked his urchin course he 
called no man friend and the Left hated 
him and the Right feared him. Like 
Picnc Lnx'al he gave his evil a dark 
beauty and their arrogant bravery and 
rejection of the selfish moralities in 
favour of their oxvn nihilistic vision 
made them xvorthy \*ictims ol the age. 

Only the British txvig of the European 
fascist family tree deserves the con¬ 
tempt it has rightly earned and these 
men arc not xvorlhy of naming though 
Hamilton hns recorded their names and 
ilicir sliy-making activities within this 
book. Fool of that large circus was 
surely Roy Campbell and one must 
mention him if for no other reason 
than, apparently, a dclilremtc suppression 
of his poetic xvorks. lie is surely, with 
Dylan Thomas, one of the two great 
lyric poets of our generation. When 
CamplKlI died in 1957 Robert Graves 
penned a magnificent full-bellied attack 
on the man for the fool that this 
IIloomsbury-based fighter for Franco was 
yet. When .sad and indifferent time 
has weaned the poesy from the poetry, 

I will hold that Campbell’* Horses on 
the Camargne with its heart-tearing 
beauty of In the grey wastes of dread 
I The haunt of shattered gulls where 
nothing moves f But in a shroud of 
silence like the dead. / / heard a sudden 
harmony of hooves. / And. turning, 
saw afar f A hundred snowy horses 
u neon fined, f The silver runaways of 
Sr plane's car { Racing, spray curled, 
like waves before the wind, f will haunt 
the dreaming mind when Herbert Read's 
pedestrian and impeccably correct, liber- 
lari an wi sc, A Song for the Spanish 
Anarchists will, for the sake of Read’s 
reputation, best be forgotten for it could 
rise no higher than its final verse of 


And men arc men who till the land / 
and women are women who weave: f 
i'lfty men <Mi/i the lemon grove ; id 
n»t n: •• (i a slave. 

llciju ho. little commdo, that art and 
beauty arc a-pofitic and hold no party 
card anil one must take the dirt with 
the diamond. Hamilton’s book The 
appeal of fascism carries a foreword by 
Stephen Spender. Queen Dec of lb# 
Lonely Hearts’ Club, for those who could 
nol take the split Infinitive* of the 
hairy rank and file of the CommumH 
Party. Steve write* that ‘In the mind* 
of writers who thought that thc/r flnt 
obligation in their art wa* to keep 
open lines of communication with the 
dead. Fascism represented order, a return 
to the past tradition, opposition to Com* 
nuinism and social decadence' but I 
would hold that too many British middle- 
class intellectuals threw in their pens wftb 
the Communist Party because it was 
la mode and when the going became 
too rough too many hoisted their middle- 
class shirt tails in support of Fatetsn 
because it offered them an ordered 
society in which to ncl out tbdr pathetic 
political charades. 

Stephen Spender finds himself with 
Another key role in T. C. Worslcy'i 
tears for time sadly remembered Fellow 
Travellers. This is a sad soap opera 
story of Marlin Murry (Stephen Spender) 
and Horry the ex-guardsman son of a 
miner. Gavin and Pugh and all fbe 
rest of the lads who 'absorbed anarchism 
and gaiety from the habitues of the 
cafe opposite the Pleiades Bookshop 
in Red Lion Square* and hoxv they 
loved and suffered, mostly for Harry 
the ex-guardsman. It was left to Philip 
Toynbee lo really savage this small offer, 
ing to a committed reading public. A 
book of in-group gossip about ‘politics 
and homosexuality’ lo quote Toynbee, 
‘of four male characters who were to 
some degree homosexual, all played at 
left xving politics* plus the revelation 
that xvhen Stephen Spender went to 
Spain in search of Harry he was ac¬ 
companied by T. C. Worstey s the nun 
himself. Millions of men, women and 
children have died miserable and tragic 
deaths since the gay blades of the middle- 
class intelligentsia played at politics with 
the muscle-men of the Right and the 
Left and those millions of deaths make 
all of this limp, xxrist-slapping gossip 
as valueless as the ancient scribbling! on 
the wall of a condemned lavatory. 

Arthur Moyse. 
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RED SGHOOLHOUSE 


BECOMES WHITEHOUSE 


A LTMOLGll xvc may have little doubt 
** that it is quite common for magis¬ 
trates and judges to have their minds 
made up ahead of the evidence, it is 
usual for them lo take a little trouble to 
conceal the fact. Not so Mr. J. D. Pur¬ 
cell, the Clcrkcnwcll magistrate seconded 
to Lambeth last week for the Obscene 
Publications ease against Richard Handy- 
side. publisher of The Little Red School- 
hook. His every intervention, comment, 
facial cNprcssixvi—all told quite plainly 
what the verdict would be. from the 
moment the hearing began. That, pre¬ 
sumably. xvas why the period of six days 
provisionally set aside for the hearing 
xvas (almost uniquely in court experience) 
reduced by more than half: there was 
little point in either side prolonging it 
xvhen the outcome was so certain. 

The Little Red Schoolbook, said 
Michael Corkers*. QC. representing 


Mr. 

the 


Director of Public Prosecutions, had 
been brought to the notice of the DPP 
by Mrs. Mary Whitchousc. (‘Whtlchousc 
or Whitehorse?’ enquired Mr. Purcell 
from the bench, indulging in a rather 
extreme piece of pretended judicial 
ignorance.) Later, to reporters outside 
the court. Mrs. Whitchousc boasted that 
she had actually been wailing for ihe 
book to be published by someone in tin’s 
country’ since she first came across the 
original Danish edition. However, hav¬ 
ing mentioned her name. Mr. Corkcry 
added that he would not be calling her 
a% a witness. 'Perhaps it would be better 
if she xxerv exiled.* commented Mr. John 
Mortimer. QC. for the defence. And 
why. wondered those of us crammed in 
the public gallery, should Mrs. While- 
house. having no official status, be sitting 
in state anil comfort in front of the 
public gallery* (class) barrier, xvhilc repre- 
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sentatives '• of .the opposing pressure 
groups (such as the NCCL) were reduced 
to literal pressure behind it? Through¬ 
out the hearing Mrs. Whitchousc sat 
smugly in the body of the court, while 
we in the public gallery* not only had to 
lake it in Huns to occupy the meagre 
seating provided, but had almost to take 
it in turns to breathe. Set apart thus 
from the lower orders, with never a 
permed hair ruffled under her discreet 
hat. Mrs. Whilcbouse had the air of a 
hostess gracing one end of the courtroom 
while Mr. Purcell presided at the other. 

The first of his magisterial decisions 
xvas to rule against Mr. Mortimer's sub¬ 
mission that the book should (in accord¬ 
ance with statute and precedent) be con¬ 
sidered :ix a whole. However lie ruled 
in favour of the prosecution’s consider¬ 
ation of the chapter on sex (23 pages out 
of 20.X) in isolation. (But this could Ik 
useful in the exeat of an appc.il.) 

Witnesses for! the prosecution com¬ 
prised a schoolmistress, two school¬ 
masters, and a doctor; those for (he 
defence, an educational philosopher, a 
family-planning expert, a psychiatrist, a 
schoolinisiicxx. a clergyman, and a 
schoolmaster. The doctor called by the 
prosecution xvas on assistant secretary 
of the British Modicat Association and a 
member of the (Whitchousc outfit (the 
National Viewers and Listeners Associa¬ 
tion) and MR A, The niosi memorable 
part of his evidence was: *1 don’t think 
you can have points of view about right 
and wrong.’ By contrast, the docior 
called by the defence, (hough a much 
younger man. had a most impressive 
record of relevant experience, his pre¬ 
sent position being that of medical 
adviser at Sussex University. The weight 
of genuine expert opinion was over¬ 
whelmingly on tIso defence side—but Pur¬ 
cell would not h»ve changed his mind 
if Ihe Blessed Virgin herself had 
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appeared for the defence. 

He actually joined in the cross-examin¬ 
ation of the schoolmaster defence witness: 
‘Are teachers frightened nowadays of 
leaching morals?* ‘Not frightened.' xvas 
the reply, ‘but if you ever stood up in a 
schoolroom. . . .* ‘I have.* the magistrate 
broke in—but he did not say how long 
ago (and Who's Who mentions nothing 
about his leaching, though it gives plenty 
of detail on his army career). ‘Well,’ 
continued the witness, 'today you have 
to present the evidence for one side and 
ihcn for the oilier, and act as a son of 
chairman between the txvo. tf you take 
a moral stand, they just shut ofT.’ 

Another defence witness, cross-examined 
on the fact that the book contained only 
two references to the age of consent, and 
none in one particular paragraph where 
it may have been relevant (it xx*as not 
made clear how often it ought to have 
been mentioned), made the point that 
the age of consent xvas common know¬ 
ledge in secondary schools, so (hut. in 
fact, a pretty girl under the age of 16 
xvas generally referred to by schoolboys 
ns ‘jail-bait*. 

At one point, in cross-examining a 
witness. Mr. Corkcry attempted a quick 
paraphrase of the words *It's easier for 
boys to come than for girls* and made 
the startling assertion that it is easier 
for boys to have an ejaculation than it 
i< for girls!? A titter from the public 
gallery caused him to correct himself— 
‘Well, cr, orgasm*—but rather as though 
one word was as good as another, pro¬ 
vided one avoided such colloquial terms 
ax ‘to come*. 

Mr. Mortimer's 90-minute closing 
speech pointed out that, as in any other 
type of criminal ease, the onus of proof 
xvas on the prosecution, and. should 
there Ik two conflicting opinions, both 
of which were legitimate, the court could 
not say that the prosecution had proved 
its ease beyond reasonable doubt. The 
essence of the txvo legitimate arguments 
in this case were, on tho one side that 
children should be told what to do and 
do it. and on the other that they should 
be presented with the facts nnd alloxx-ed 
to judge for thcmselxxs. Mr. Mortimer 
also permitted himself lo comment that 
it was perhaps characteristic of those on 
the side of censorship to concentrate 
solely on the subject of sex—‘but a great 
deal more trouble was caused in the 
world by Hitler than by Casanova*. 

Tho verdict—that the defence had 
failed to refute the prosecution’s ease— 
was stated in n matter of seconds, for 
magistrates arc not required to give 
reasons for their decisions. 


Mr. Mortimer then pointed out that bis 
client’s total assets were invested in the 
book now banned and that he had not 
been granted legal aid for a QC (though, 
of course, the other side would haxc hid •» 
a QC whether the defence had ooe or 
not). This appeared to be news to Mr. 
Purcell, though it had been mentioned 
by Mr. Mortimer before. The prose¬ 
cution costs were said to be £900. and, 
in addition to the fines of £25 (admittedly 
minimal) on each of the two counts, Mr. 
Purcell set Mr. Handysidc's contribution 
to the prosecution costs at 110 guineav 
(The obsolete guineas is perhaps not 
without some significance!) 

As the magistrate left Ihe courtroom, 
a young man in the public gallery ex¬ 
ploded: ‘The court's obscene—and you’re 
a dirty old man!' Purcell could hardly 
have failed to hear this testimonial, but 
he chose not to hear it. Afterwards I 
xvas surprised to learn that the young 
man guilty of this gross contempt of 
court was himself an aspirant to the legal 
profession—a trainee barrister. If be 
perseveres with his chosen career, there 
may be some hope for British justice 
yet. 

An editorial in London’s Evening 
Standard —hardly a revolutionary paper 
—contrasted txvo coincidentally simul¬ 
taneous news items on freedom of 
speech: the verdict of the US Supreme 
Court which found in favour of allowing 
publication of Pentagon secrets, and the 
verdict of the Lambeth court which 
found against a useful reference book 
for children, giving them the facta of 
life in their oxvn sort of language and 
without authoritarian overtones. Tho 
Evening Standard commented: 

Freedom of speech is nothing if it 
is flouted every time the powcrc-thal-be 
decide that they have been offended 
or embarrassed in some* way. On 
Wednesday, the US Supreme Court 
rejected that dangerous principle; when 
The Little Red Schoolbook case goes 
up for appeal, an English court should 
do the same. 

Barbara Smoker. 


Another 4-page leaflet. 
Two articles from Free¬ 
dom: The relevance of 
Anarchism today and An¬ 
archism and Nationalism. 

Available from Freedom 
Bookshop for 30p a hun¬ 
dred including postage. 
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GOVERNMENT 




The first issue of Freedom appeared in 
1886. The editorial re-printed below is 
taken from the issue of December, 1914. 

The central idea—that people have no 
voice in decision-making —is as true today 
as in 1914. Indeed, if you substitute 
'common market’ for ’war' as you read 
the article, it would be an excellent 
comment on Government and the People 
in 1971. It is still the almighty State 
which decides — and the 'Collect! vists’ 
{communists and socialists) and *social 
democrats' {Labour Party) still venerate 
that State. Only the anarchists say now 
—as they said in 1914 —Let the People 
Decidef 

HpHE OUTSTANDING FEATURE of 
^ the war is the helplessness of the 
people in the management of their own 
affairs. They have surrendered so much 
power into the hands of the State that 
even in a life-and death matter like a 
war they have no voice in the decision 
AS to whether the nation shall or shall 
not take part in the struggle. In the 
critical days before the war broke out 
all the negotiations were carried on in 
secret, the curtain being lifted just 
sufficiently to suit the purpose of our 
masters. The people were not given 
any idea of the position until Sir Edward 
Grey made his statement in the House on 


August 3, when it transpired that even 
Parliament had been hoodwinked as to 
Britain's international entanglements. But 
the people's 'representatives', instead of 
strongly protesting against being treated 
like children, maintained a humble 
silence, and allowed the Government a 
free hand in everything—in money, men, 
and measures—and a Defence of the 
Realm Act was passed which practically 
put the country under martial law. 

The secrecy of the Government's dip¬ 
lomatic intrigues, however, was almost 
their undoing, as few people had any 
idea what the war was about, and re¬ 
cruiting was very slow. Then it occurred 
to the Cabinet that it was necessary to 
tell the people why they had gone to 
war. and Ministers travelled up and 
down the country' giving various reasons 
for their action. So here we have this 
so-called free and self-governing nation 
launched into n war without knowing 
why. at the behest of a small clique 
wielding the powers of the State. Of 
course, the same thing happened in every 
other country; whatever the form of 
government, the people had no voice in 
the matter. They have hut to march 
at the word of command; they will have 
little to do with the terms of peace. 

The truth is, that for some time now 


FINE TUBES 

the Fight goes on 


F ine tubes dispute passes, the 

>car’s milestone and 21.000 Welsh 
miners have agreed to a levy in support 
of the strikers. 

Workers at Shell. Esso, JCI. British 
Oxygen. Sparrow Cranes. BRS. and 
National Carriers are blacking supplies 
from Fino Tubes. 

Suppliers still sending raw materials 
include Osborne (Lowmoor) steels of 
Bradford, and Sheffield steel firms Ffad- 
field. Samuel Fox and Firth Brown. 

SCABS 

It seems that most of tho scab labour 
was recruited from the Royal Navy. 

The extra overtime from Whitsun 
promised in lieu of a I5’,v P^y claim has 
not skirted yet. The 9% pay rise awarded 
to tho scabs was part of a deal which 
included the abolition of shift premiums 
and a 40-hour instead of a 37 J-hour-week. 
In all a loss of 30p per week. 

PICKETS 

About 100 workers including 30 people 
from Rolls Royce in Bristol and Coventry 
picketed Fine Tubes today (June II). 
Scuffles broke out when police tried to 
clear a path for blacklegs but no arrests 
were made. Those watching the local 
TV news had Ihc pleasure of seeing a 
police inspector knocked flying by a 
scab’s car when the latter tried to rush 
the picket line. 

Later a striker said: ‘We arc prepared 
to stay out for another year if necessary- 
either to get an honourable settlement 
or to destroy the firm.' 

The next day a gang of 20 to 25 scabs 
took lime ofT from the night shift to 
assault the two lone night pickets— 
pickets managed to get to their car and 
escaped OK. An official complaint was 


made to the police but nothing more 
has been heard of it. 

The Strike Committee tipped ofl the 
press that something special was planned 
for the first anniversary of the beginning 
of the strike. At 7 o'clock in the morning 
the gates were almost invisible, hidden 
by TV people, the press and many police. 
They waited and then nt 7.30 a van 
pulled up. two pickets got out, sal down 
and got out a pack of cards. 


Chairman Barclay, after one year the 
cvcr-silcnt boss of Fine Tubes, spoke: 

'We will maintain our position at Fine 
Tubes to bo amongst the leaders in the 
community for pay and conditions'— 
unskilled labour at the dockyard get 
more than (he skilled Fine Tubes men. 

*Wc need no pressure to do this, nor 
will be react under pressure—particularly 
artificial pressure.’—Oh yeah. 

’In the last year we thought that any¬ 
thing we said would have added fuel to 
the fire, hut 1 don't think that holds any 
longer.'—Sure it don't—the fire docs not 
need any more fuel. Asked if the fac¬ 
tory was now non-union Barclay said, ‘I 
don’t know-.'—Fucking liar. 

Uarclay showed the press audited 
accounts —turnover up 28% over last 
year—‘operating figures’ up ^l)0over 
the first four months this year and a 90 ;,' 
increase in sales over Ihc same period. 
(On TV ihis was a 90%. increase in sales 
to our customers.) Fn addition Fine Tubes 
is installing extra production capacity. 

This docs not tally with the Strike 
Committee’s figures. Nor with the rusty 
benches seen —nor ihc lack of lorries. 

Anyway we ffiall see. 1 he fight goes 
on. 

G.R. 


All Quiet on the Streets 


"OLACKIIURN’S LAW MACHINE rc- 
** ipondcd to racial street fighting 
(FkjjDom. 26 6.71) by dispensing instant 
robbery, without undue discrimination. 
Skinheads being fined for attacking 
Asians and Asians fined for defending 
themselves. Tho local ncwsrtig feeding 
the furnace of conflict, with guaxdod 
National Front sympathies. I managed 
to get ttir timo on Radio lltuckburu 
to counteract racist propaganda and 
Arguments. 

A tit multi-media people, from Roch¬ 
dale. prowled Saturday afternoon streets 
in Tudor costume, handing uui free 
biscuits. Making Ihc cops n little more 
jumpy or casing their tension and excite¬ 
ment? Burry 1 illon’s criviioiiinciitnl 
event was coincidental but valuable in 
the situation At least the feedback 
would suggest this. 


W. Bart. Manchester National Front 
organiser, is now boasting that his fascist 
brothers 'will come in force from every 
corner of Britain. It will be an open air 
meeting, controlled by the forces of law 
and older*. The guy has a sinister way 
of putting tilings. Various ‘socialist’ left 
groups have promised to give them a 
welcome. Moic loot for the courts? 

Tho last major Black public meeting 
in tho town (Black Panthers. Marxists 
and moderates) was nolahlo insomuch 
as most speakers linked flic Slate’s rc- 
prcssjso immigration laws directly with 
industrial exploitation of all workers. 
A docile and divided Black labour force 
in conflict with prejudiced resentful 
while workers. Classic divide and mle 
tactics. And il\ winking 

DxVl Cl'Mllir. 


PEOPLE 


the State’ has become an object of slavish 
worship. The divine right of kings has 
been replaced by the divine right of 
Government, and Ihc sanctity previously 
attaching to priests is now assumed by 
politicians. In the older religions, secrecy 
was their great strength, the priests being 
credited with supernatural powers. Now¬ 
adays the State has acquired the same 
value in the eyes of the people, and 
by the same means. 'I he inner circle 
of the Cabinet has its ‘holy of holies', 
into which only Ihc high priests of 
government are admitted: and the people 
wait humbly outside for the holy message. 
If the priests say ‘Peace*, it is peace; 
if they say ‘War', then war it is. To 
challenge their decisions rs equivalent 
to doubling the gods of old, and is 
an unpardonable crime. 

Of course, the power of the State 
is not the growth of a day, but has 



bolts 


come into being gradually. The octopus- 

like tentacles are stretching out to grasp - 

and control our lives in every direction. 

The ‘Labour’ legislation of recent years, 
in the shape of health insurance and 
unemployment insurance, although it has 
been boomed by the politicians as a 
great blessing for the workers, is m 
reality only a subtle way of bringing 
the exploited more completely under 
the sway of the State. The worst feature 
of such legislation is the regimentation 
and shepherding of the workers, which in 
the long run will break up the organi¬ 
sations they had built up as a barrier 
against their exploiters. The new army 
of officials, of course, will be a bulwark 
of the State. 




Any book not in Mode, bnt in 
print cun be promptly supplied. 
Book Tokens accepted. / - 
Please add postage Si cash with 
order helps. 


To the Collectivist or Social Democrat 
the Stale is an object of veneration; 
but ihc Anarchist can only regard it as 
the power which has to be fought. 
Ranged behind the State arc all the 
forces of reaction—political, financial, 
and religious—and with them there can 
never be any truce. To destroy the 
belief in the holiness of the State is 
the first and greatest cask of those who 
would be free. 


Contraception <& Liberation 


Dear Comrades, 

The comments by II on the Women's 
Liberation movement in Ireland (26.6 71) 
go rather wildly astray from a libertarian 
viewpoint. Snido remarks about 'soured 
spinsters' arc the conditioned response 
of conformist reaction and the mass 
media upholding the values of present 
society. And as for knowing what real 
Liberation means—it means first and 
foremost control of one's own life, one's 
own environment, one's own body. 
Therefore, for women, contraception is 
basic and essential. Jt i> also the obvious 
area for action in Ireland, vvhcrc the 
repressive dictates ol church and state 
expressly outlaw ‘ihc exercise of this 
vital freedom. 

It should go without saying that every 
woman should b© able to prevent herself 
from becoming a mother of nine children 
living in one room, or a mother of one 
if she doesn’t want to be. It’s true that 
the Fill is not the great universal 
liberator it’s sometimes made out to be. 
There are numerous jxjint* against it: 
the woman haj All the discomfort and 
inconvenience as well as all the risk; she 
has to imbibe constantly a drug which 
may have harmful side-effects; it can be 
difficult enough to stop a man from 
acting as if he owns you without giving 
him the excuse o|' knowing you won't 
get pregnant, etc. But as a measure of 
self-defence, ti must be freely available, 
together with full information. 

The same goes for all other contra¬ 
ceptive methods, none of which is ideal. 
And at least until research comes up 
with something safer and better, like a 
pill for men or the morning-after pill. 
We must demand that abortion be freely 


SELL 'FREEDOM'!! 


available on demand as a supplement to 
birth-control. Of course. I realise it will 
be a long lime before the benighted slate 
of Ireland gets anywhere near this! 
Fraternally. 

London LAV. 
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FADI ItS MAY have vocu the recent 
correspondence, including letters from 
Nicolas Walter and myself, on Peter 
Kropotkin and FREEDOM, in the Sun¬ 
day ‘Observer*. Since their publication, 
I have received quite a number of in¬ 
quiries, subscription* and other interest¬ 
ing letters Iscc letter from A. Harris in 
this issue). The assistant editor of the 
‘Observer’ has also commented upon ‘the 
remarkable ami encouragiug record of 
the Freedom Press’, and uuothcr writer 
lelh me that she vhiled the house in 
Moscow, u few weeks ago. Nvhetc Prince 
Kropotkin had lived’. Furthermore. Ihc 
‘Observer* column. ‘Briefing* (6.6.71), in a 
short review-of the paperback 'Anarchism 
Today’, mentions the growing anarchist 
movement in Britain. Soch publicity and 
sympathetic ctiinmcgl should encourage 
comrades in sell FREEDOM. 

Over Ihc last nmoth or so vales have 
indeed improved. There have been no 
spectacular increases—and none were ex¬ 
pected. To offset (his, however, during 
the summer vara lions, bundles arc not 
sent to colleges and universities. There 
are, moreover, still some subscriptions 
outstanding. Is } nun 004 of those? We 
hudly need the money. 

A few conmi<k< have written to me, 
thanking me for giving information 
about future demos, (occliiiti and other 
happenings. Such advanced information 
resulted hi half n dozen comrades selling 
FKI'FIXLMs at the recent Communist 
rally, lew Ilian two pounds' worth was 
utiiuilly sold— hut anarchists know how 
dlllinili ii lx getting through to Com¬ 
munists whilst still members of, or lovnl 
to, the Putty. However, I list be loss ,i 
number til happening* which, If sufficient 


comrades cure to rouse themselves and 
order bundles (10 copies at 40p. 50 
copies at £1.75 and 100 copies at £3.50, 
post paid), should provide ample oppor¬ 
tunities for selling FREEDOM. 

1. Kamival, Saturday, July 10. 2 p.m. 
(see Contact Column). 

2. kolT-ln, Saturday. July 17, 3 p.m. 
(sec Contact Column). 

3. 6-hour Folk-lo. Saturday, July 17, 
6 p.m. (ill midnight, at the Royal 
Festival llall, London. 

4. The Tolpuddlc Martyrs* Memorial 
Rally, Sunday, July 25. I p.m., at 
the TI T 3laity rs’ Memorial Cot¬ 
tages. Tolpuddlc, Dorclicvicr, Dor¬ 
set. The organisers say: ‘Be sure 
to come—bring your banners.* But 
far more impoiiam, I say: Tic sure 
to come—bring your buudle of 
FREEDOMS*: Noe only that, but 
flic editors of FREEDOM will be 
writing a special Tolpuddlc ankle 
for the occasion. Oh! I almost for¬ 
got to mention that the main 
speaker at the rally will be that 
great proletarian martyr, the Kl. 
Hon. Harold Wilson, accompanied 
by the Durans aria Silver Band. 

5. Folk Show, Hrnudstairs. \ugust 9- 
13, K p.m., at Pitfrrnuuil Park, 
Hroadsiuirs. (Ted Heath is not 
booked to bring his organ!) 

6. Falmouth Folk Festival *71, Vugosi 
K-II. (For ik-taiK, write to Dave 
llurvcv, 2 Stirhiaitv Row. Four 
lames, Redruth, Cornwall.) 

So. liters' you are. It you c.mT com¬ 
bine business with pleasure by having a 
ball, mid selling FREEDOM. I give up! 

PKIER MM H I. 

(Circulation Manager) 


Modern Science & Anarchism 

Peter Kropotkin £0.30 (23p) 
War and Ihc Intellectuals 

Randolph Bourne £0.90 (5p) 
Kropotkin’s Revolutionary 
Pamphlets (paperback) £1.25 (7Jp) 
Selected Writings on 

Anarchism A* Revolution 
Peter Kropotkin (paperback) £1.85 (7Jp) 
The Gentle Anarchists (The 
Sarvodaya Movement for 
non-violent revolution ill 
India) Geoffrey Oslcrgaafd £5.50 (15p) 
Memoirs of a Revolutionist 
Peter Kropotkin (paperback) £2.00 (15p) 
Soul of Man Under Socialism 
& other essays Oscar Wilde 

(paperback) £1.00 (IOp) 
Political Theory of Anarchism 

April Carter £1.50 (lOp) 
Enquiry Concerning Political 
Justice William Godwin 

(abridged) £1.60 (I5p) 
Tolstoy on Civil Disobedience 

and Nonviolence £0.45 (5p) 

Russian Literature 

Peter Kropotkin £4.50 (I : , p) 
Radical America Magazine* £0.42J <5p) 
(Back issues available) 

Michael Bakunin F. II. Carr £ 1.10 (lOp) 

•Subscriptions invited for this magazine 
i’2.S5 p.a. to f fcedurn Press. 

(Please add postage as in brackets) 
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A most dbircvdul hind 

H AVING JUST RETURNED from the 
Emerald Me 1 feel more strongly 
than eser that those (mostly British) 
comrades who believe lhat there is a 
revolution going on in Ireland are sadlv 
deluding themselves and should concern 
trite on changing their lives and society 
rather than build Irish castles in the sV.y. 

While I was over there the Orangemen 
decided to defy the law and hold one of 
their traditional marches After being 
fired on with rubber bullets bv English 
soldiers the local Catholics (tradition*! 
foes of the English) cheered the soldiers! 
'The point is that far from there being 
a revolution going on in Ireland there 
is merely a .sordid revival of petty but 
malicnnnt religious rivalries and hatreds. 
No doubt this suits those in power who 
hase always prospered on the ‘Divide 
and Rule* principle and it is well to 
point this out. 

The new-fangled organisations them- 
sclscs are thinls disguised front* for the 
old battle lines F r or example. The North 
of Ireland Civil Rights Association is 
blatantly a Catholic fronL Vociferously 
they call for the banning of Orange 
marches which in themselves arc harm* 
less and would normally he just tourist 
attractions. Anarchists, of courso. should 
h^ the last to be taken in by power 
politics. So. please, an end to delusions! 
Progressive Workers? 

The Race Relations Hoard has just 
published a report which concludes that 
one of the main areas of racial discrimi¬ 
nation in Britain is the working men’s 
dub. Enoch Powell has long been sup¬ 
ported by masses of the so-called working 
class in his tirades against ‘coloured’ 
people. 

Workers have had the benefit of 
socialist (and anarchist) enlightenment 
for about a hundred years now and. in 
fact, have by trade union activity ma¬ 
terially improved their position. Some 
industries, like dockworkcrs and many 
classes of tradesmen, have incomes in 
excess of £40 per week—a figure more 
than twice that of millions of other 
workers who arc less well organised or 
who arc placed in industries which can 
easily replace them. 
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Apart from llielr material pm*rrss the 
working claw l\ as prejudiced and Ignor¬ 
ant in csrr—so much so that thtwc who 
would change society must look else¬ 
where Tor support In their efforts. I am 
not saving that workers individually 
must l>e eschewcd hut lhat the Working 
Class as such should h*. There are still 
loo man> wcll-lnlrntioocd progressives 
who bunion themselves with this myth 
and nourish dreams of Revolution which 
are far removed from their own lives and 
actions. 

Accommodation Agents* Fees 

For once 1 am happy lo accept the 
advice of one of Her Majesty’s judges 
who has urged lhat ihc public he alerted 
lo the plain fact that estate agents are 
not entitled to charge prospective tenants 
fees for their services. If fees are to be 
charged then the landlord is the one who 
may pay. 

Tor the technically minded this ruling 
was handed down on July 2*). 1071. in 
the Court of Appeal in the ease of 
Crouch A Lees v. Ifaridas. In this, the 
tenant, who also happened to be a lawyer, 
fought the ease on his own. Should 
estate agents ignore the ruling then it 
will be a matter for tenants to combine 
to fight such malpractice by collective 
action. I would be happy to hear from 
anyone having problems in this matter. 
If ncccsvary we could get a Tenants* 
Association going, The present situation 
is that estate agents collect £5 to £50 
from flat seekers in fees lo which they 
just arc not entitled—even legally! 

Pollution—Out! 

Car manufacturers in the USA must 
non* equip their products with exhaust 
control device* which will materially 
reduce pollution. English and European 
firms may have to follow suit as they 
would otherwise he barred from the 
American market. It is not before time 


that people have become aware of the 
menace of car^ptoducal psdiutlon. Cycling 
over London to I do I am continually 
subjected to <m assault of fumes which 
are sickening. I **<u heartened some 
time ago when ran! raulowski and 
myself, while cycling through Hampstead, 
found ourselves being cheered by a party 
of schoolchildren. On asking them why 
they pointed to . the myriads of passing 
motor cars and complimented us, by 
contrast, for not polluting the atmosphere I 

To Abort or Ntl 

ff % • 

A motley gang of Anglicans. Roman 
Catholics and’Muslim priests paraded 
through Dirmtafchani recently to voice 
their opposition to abortion. If they 
wished lo experts pious sentiments I 
would say fine. However, what they were 
actually after wtl to prevent others from 
doing what they desired. Enforcing their 
sentiments on others has always been 
the rule of the .religious bigots and wre 
may thank our stars (or something) that 
the influence of'religion is rapidly de¬ 
clining throughout the world. 

Sensible doctocs lake full cognisance 
of the circumstances of the individual 
patient. Thus tho girl who recently had 
an abortion at the ape of twelve was 
then put on tho contraceptive pill—a 
piece of good csbmrn on sense all round. 
The law. however, says that fucking is 
forbidden for girls under 16 and thus 
political pressure is building up for 
investigations and possible prosecutions. 
The law as usual It an ass and hundreds 
of thousands of young girl', products no 
doubt of a well-fed generation, will con¬ 
tinue to go to bed (or somewhere) with 
their boyfriends. An older, guilt-ridden, 
ballscd-up generation docs not merely 
look on disapprovingly but proposes 
punitive action which, ns with the laws 
against pot, may cause hardship to a 
few but will be completely ineffective 
at least as far as prevention is concerned. 
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s Week in Ireland 


T AST WEEK we lud a glimmer of 
hope that l aulkncr was going to he 
sensible. Alas, on Monday he trots oil 
to an Orange meeting at their behest 
accompanied by Ministers, secretaries 
and other parliamentary’ big-wigs galore, 
and to quote Ivan Cooper, ‘makes a dirty 
little deal* with the Orangemen. Coal- 
island is 98% Catholic. Last year an 
elderly man died as the result of being 
batoned by RUC during riots (in which 
he was taking no part). The culprits 
have never been brought lo justice any 
more than the RUC murderers of Samuel 
Devenney have, or the Protestant ex¬ 
tremists who killed the three soldiers in 
the hope the IRA would be blamed, or 
those Protestant extremists who made 
the car booby-trap lhat killed the 13BC 
people going up the transformer. 

So Faulkner comes back and, in spite 
of all Austin Currie and the other Oppo* 
sition members can say. insists it is 
nothing to do with him but a matter for 
the security forces. These have ordered 
a very small rc-routcing. I don’t know 
Conlisland but Austin Currie says the 
rc-routcing in point of fact takes these 
swaggering ’down dogs into the gutter. 
We arc the bosses and don’t you dare 
forget it’ men to even worse flash-points. 

There is NOTHING religious about 
these Orange parades. They arc purely 
and simply to show the minority who are 
the bosses. Paisley threatened Faulkner 
if one more Orange parade was banned 
he would bring every’ Protestant in the 
six counties out onto the roads lo sit 
there and stay silling there. That Faulkner 
was intimidated by their UDI threats 
there is no doubt. Personally I'd LOVE 
to see them all silting while I d pray to 
whatever Gods there he to send the most 
violent thunderstorm ever known! 

Neither Paisley nor Craig has the 
slightest interest in anything but bigoted 
personal power. I shall breathe a sigh 
of relief tonight if I learn that the 
Coalisbnd parade has gone off without 
bloodshed or dozens of arrests. 11.000 
soldiers have been brought into the six 
counties for 'the marching season*. There 
will he NO PEACE up there until the 
Orange Lodges stop being in control of 
the Government. Paisley and Craig have 
brought about the fall of two Prime 
Ministers. They arc working very hard to 
bring down the third. They resemble the 
hydra, who, as one cut off one head, 
grew two more. 

The machinations of our Government 
down south are beyond comprehension. 

*.l 


They spend a lot of time hurling 
obscenities and abuse at each other 
while the Ccann Comhairlc (Chair?) calls 
in vain for order and orders members 
out of the chamber but they do not go. 
Paddy Hillers. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, has definitely decided we ARE 
to go into the EEC. come hell or high 
water. Charges arc being sought for 
health .services. As one Fianna Fail 
member said. ‘If even the poorest per¬ 
son paid only £! a year for his health 
services it would help cut down the rates.’ 
Where in the name of God docs he think 
an old age pensioner or an itinerant with 
nine children would get £1 a year? 

Senator Mary Robinson's efforts to 
introduce a bill to allow' the importation 
of contraceptives is firmly killed by the 
Taoseaich every time she tries lo intro¬ 
duce it. lie says he will see to the matter 
in his ow r n time and it is not of para¬ 
mount importance. (N.I3.—He has no 
children at all!) 

The Forcible Entry and Occupation 
Bill was on the agenda for its last Dail 
reading yesterday. The Committee to 
Oppose Oppressive Legislation picketed 
the Dail. AND THE BILL WAS POST¬ 
PONED. Last Thursday we went 500 
strong lo hand in the signatures of all 
who had signed against the Bill, and the 
House had risen at 5. One may be guilty 



of wishful ihinldnji—HUT????? 

On July II ft stativ to The Children 
Of Lir which cost CZL000 is to be un¬ 
veiled in The Garden of Remembrance 
(i.e. to the 1916 hcrofe and martyrs) by 
the President. It wasc^st in Italy so the 
money went out of ihii country which 
is very heavily in debt, won’t build 
houses for the poor but proposes putting 
them in prison foi; being homeless. 
Again wishful think inf, but would it not 
be nice if the Government who are 
attending got turned Into swans them¬ 
selves? 

I will end by telling you a sensational 
story from Belfast. An. old and pious 
man went in to pray before a statue of 
Sl Patrick. He was- very fervent The 
sutuc bowed to him. He fainted from 
shock. When he came round he tore 
over lo the presbytery. The priest was 
as hard-boiled as most Belfast men and 
suggested DRINK, but the old man was 
so certain he accompanied him to the 
church. St. Patrick bowed to the priest 
who promptly fainted. Well, naturally. 
Ibis story spread like wildfire all around 
and when Paisley heard of it ho decided to 
come and see for himself what mickccns 
were going on. lie stood in from of 
the statue and bowed. The statue fainted! 
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ULSTER 


Dear Comrades. 

Malcolm Morris dares to say that 
three soldiers of the Highland Fusiliers 
were murdered by the IRA. It is very* 
well known all over Ireland that these 
boys were killed by extreme Protestants, 
lured lo their deaths by a girl, in order 
to throw the blame onto the IRA. The 
aclual names of the murderers are known. 
WHICH IS WHY NO ARREST HAS 
BEEN MADE. 

Evidently Malcolm Morris only reads 
very conservative British papers or he 
would have read the frequently-repeated 
orders by British Generals and Unionisl 
MPs of the ‘shoot to kill* type. All 
troops ARE taught (o shoot to kill and 
not to be a peace-keeping organisation. 
Re MPs. surely even M.M. has noticed 
that Frank Gogarty and Frank McManus, 
MP r went to prison while Bealie and 
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Paisley. MPs. can do exactly what they 
like and go scot free? 

If the British army in our six counties 
arc not the Waffen SS, fir too many of 
them give a remarkably good imitation. 

I have seen them in action, and over¬ 
heard one say, * Jhe only good Catholic 
is a dead Catholic.’ Yes, I actually heard 
that w'ith my own epjs and was only 
prevented from a first-class row by be¬ 
ing dragged away by force by the two 
wiser men who were with me. I hase 
been arrested in Belfast—for sweet damn 
all. If M.M. is really an Anarchist, 
thero is something very wrong. Anar¬ 
chists DO NOT defend the brutality of 
soldiers against civilians in a pub. and 
innocent women and children in their 
own homes. , Jf*.!’ 

Not being fond of any sort of killing 
I hold no particular brief for either the 
Official or Provo IRA but in fairness I 
must admit I HAVE-NEVER found 
cither liars. Both categorically denied 
lhat they had shot those soldiers. I noted 
no such denial from Protestant extremists. 


Dublin 
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Pence 

The mm much-publicised leakage of 
Pentagon war secrets will come as no 
surprise lo anarchists and peace-losers 
generally. Thai goremmenls lie, deceive 
and finally murder constitutes part of the 
massive Indictment which anll*otrtho«l- 
tarlam have always made. Perhaps the 
words of Albert Einstein set now parti¬ 
cularly appropriate) *The people them- 
selves must take the Initiative to see lhat 
they are never again led to the slaughter. 
To expect protection from llielr govern¬ 
ments Is folly. ... I would unequivocally 
refuse all war service.’ 

Police Assaulted 

In a recent study published by the 
National Police College it is assorted (hat 
within the last few years assaults on police 
have risen by 56%. Everybody, from the 
professional criminal to the demonstrator, 
is blamed except those really responsible 
—Ihc politicians. Laws, within the last 
few years, have been enacted that in¬ 
fringe more grievously on the freedom 
of the individual. The police aro now 
called on lo harass coloured immigrants, 
conduct random searches of literally 
thousands of young people on the streets 
and ruthlessly break into private homes. 
All these victims arc proving increasingly 
imwitling to bear their lot in silence and 
undefended. Which reminds me of a 
Sydney libertarian who has written an 
article for their BROADSHEET in which 
he points out that some time ago. dis¬ 
illusioned with barren ‘permanent pro¬ 
test’, he left Australia to live on a hippy 
commune In California. There he dis¬ 
covered that the peace-loving com¬ 
munards were being set upon by their 
intolerant neighbours who had set up 
vigilante squads. The latter actually 
murdered numbers of the hippies. Then, 
forced by brutal necessity, Ihc peace- 
lovers had to defend themselves which 
they did so effectively that they are now 
left alone to live a life of harmony. Per¬ 
haps the police, like the vigilantes, will 
learn to cense their intrusions into our 
private lives. Bill Dwyer. 


WHAT IS OBSCENITY P 

Continued from page 1 

one of trouble in the management of 
Britain’s first sex supermarket. Many 
years ago it was pointed out by Aldous 
Huxley that the exploitation of por¬ 
nography was used by a South American 
republic to stifle a revolution, by 
throwing open free cinemas showing blue 
films. I ' 

It has been acidly pointed out by 
one of our readers that FREEDOM has 
never been raided for obscenity. Jt 
would seem that years ago Freedom 
realized that sex was here to stay. 
Indeed much of Oz. IT, and some of 
Private Eye is on the level of ‘Oh Look, 
Johnny’s written a rud© word!* Never¬ 
theless Johnny should be allowed to 
write iL 

It is doubtful if 'obscenty* exists. 
Nothing lhat is human is alien. The 
’obscenities’ of our world, those things 
which deprave and corrupt our humanity, 
arc war and human misery. The cor¬ 
ruption of militarism, of unbridled 
power, the depravity of poverty and 
powcrlessness. 

One of the ’obscene’ shows of our 
time was 'Oh Calcutta!* Looking at 
the scenes among the Bengal regugees 
one may indeed find ‘Oh Calcutta. 1, a 
fit title for a real obscenity.* 

Jack Robinson. 


ANARCHISM TODAY 

Dear Comrade, 

I cannot agree with your review of 
Anarchism Today in this week’s issue 
of Freedom. This paperback has the 
same roots as Joll or Woodcock’s books, 
it may be put into the same category: 
paternalistic while appearing more sym¬ 
pathetic than cither the Social Democrats 
or Stalinists of earlier periods; hostile 
but with an insight to Anarchist theory 
that the above never attempted to have. 
Any book entitled Anarchism Today 
that ignores the 25.000-stron8 Swedish 
Syndicalist Union but can find room 
for a chapter on the Indian Sarvodaya 
Movement scarcely deserves treatment as 
a very serious work. Again it entirely 
ignores the anarcho-syndicalist revival 
in other parts of the world while the 
chapter on Spain concludes in 1939. 

These arc only one or two points 
taken at random. I am not trying to do 
a second review although 1 do think that 
a second review would be worthwhile 
exposing these inadequacies. On the 
credit side, I agree with your reviewer 
that the book contains snippets of use¬ 
ful information as for instance the 
chapter on Argentina. 

The stage is set by one of the Editors, 
David Apter, in the first few paragraphs 
of the book. He talks about the ‘fasci¬ 
nation* of anarchism, he discusses how 
on the one hand it attracts by its rage 
and anger and then repels with its 
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Fkclro-Stencih cut. 45p eoch (inc. post). 
Libertarin. 95 West Green Road, 
London, N.15. 

Comrades in Japan would like to contact 
anarchists who are interested in 
Commune Movements. Write to 
Hiroshi Ozeki, Japan Commune 
Assn., Asahi Bldg. 5-7, 2-Chome, 
Akasaka, Minaio-Ku. Tokyo, Japan. 

The Match!—a monthly Anarchist jour¬ 
nal. Send to Box 3488. Tucson, 
Arizona, USA. Year’s sub. $3.00, 

October March and Meeting. Initial 
meeting to discuss arrangements, 
Freedom Hall, 84B Whitochapel 
High Street (in Angel Alley), E.I, 
Sunday, July 18. at 3 p.m. 

Knmlvaf. Saturday. July 10, Ilford High 
Road. 2 p.m. Left Bank of the River 
Roding near Redbridge Station 
(Central Line). Protest Against Air 
Pollution. 

Koff-Io. Saturday, July 17. Meet 3 p.m. 
nt comer of Green Lane and Ilford 
High Road. Help carry the Koffin 
containing the last gasp of clean air 
in Ilford. 

Minority Rights Group’s recent reports— 
on Northern Ireland; East African 
Asians; Religions in Russia; Japanese 
Outcasts: and (just out) a double 
report on the Southern Sudan and 
Eritrea—price 30p each from MRG, 
36 Craven Street, London. W.C.2. 

North East London Poly (Barking) 
Anarchist Group, c/o Students 
Union, Longbridge Road. Dagen¬ 
ham. 

ORA No. Is 'Towards a History and 
Critique of tho anarchist movement 
in recent times’. 5p + 2p postage. 
Obtainable from Keith Nathan. Van¬ 
brugh Collcgo, Heslington. York. 

Borrell House. Squatters need Plumbing 
and Electrical Materials. Contact 
Mike. Flat 16, Burrell House, The 
Highway, Stepney, E.14. 

Axb Bookshop. 6a Hunters I-ane. off 
Yorkshire Street, Rochdale. Call if 
in town. 

Proposed Group—Fxdef Aren. John and 
Jill Driver, 21 Dukes Orchard, Brad- 
nmeh, Exeter. EX5 4RA. 

Leeds Direct Ad loo Pamphlets: The 
Japanese Anarchists'. Ip; 'Who are 
tho Brain Police'. Ip (Breakdown of 
the Power Structure of yer Leeds 
University—stripping away of libera! 
bullshit, etc). Coining soon: 'Liston 
Marxist*. 5p. All these available 
from the Anarchist Bookshop. 153 
Woodhouio Lane. Leeds 2. 

Anyooo Interested in forming a Cam¬ 
bridge Anarchist Group contact John 
Jenkins. 75 York Street, Cambridge. 

KropoOda Llgbtboaae PabKeatioa*. The 
Revolutionary Catechism’, Nocheyev, 
5p + 2Jp post. 'Song to the Men of 
England*. Shoiloy; Totter Poem’ with 
Walter Crane’s 'Workers’ Maypole*. 
10p + 2fp port. 

‘Poemj*. Jim Huggon, 5p + 2)p post. 
Discount available on bulk orders. 
Jim Huggon, c/o Houtmans Book- 
shop, 5 Caledonian Road, London, 
N.l. 

Spanish k twi given in London. Rates 
on request Write. In first instance, to 
Box 02/71, Freedom Press. 

Meetings *t Freedom: Every Wednesday 
at 8 p.m. For details see This World* 
column. 1 


bombs, violence and irresponsibility. This 
is the note on which this book is 
struck; as indeed arc so many from the 
same academic shit-house of error, in¬ 
accuracy and sheer prejudice. It might 
well be said that where the cartoonists 
of an earlier period left off with their 
image of the cloaked anarchist peering 
suspiciously around a corner, a smoking 
bomb at the ready, the academics of 
the late sixties and seventies have taken 
over. Employing the strategy I have 
described above of what 1 will coll 
—paternalistic hostility they do a Jesuiti¬ 
cal decapitation on anarchism that must 
surely gladden the hearts of the eoemies 
of the movement. From the blew States¬ 
man to Joll, Woodcock. Apter et al 
is not a step from liberalism to an¬ 
archism, it is a step backward from 
liberalism to shrewd high Toryism if 
of course one thinks it Is a step at alL 
Your fraternally, 

David Pickett* 




















